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Hannigan to lead
admissions team

The university announced
that Scott Hannigan will
serve as senior director of
undergraduate admissions.
Hannigan’s appointment
comes after Glenn Dillard,
f ormer assistant vice
president for enrollment
management, retired at the
end of September.
“I feel very humbled and
grateful to be given this
opportunity,” Hannigan
said. “I have such a love
for Harding University
and her mission.”
Hannigan served as
interim assistant vice
president following Dillard’s
retirement. He said personal
communication is the name
of the game for the future
of admissions at Harding.
The admissions team
will utilize a new crossplatform communications
software, personalized
admissions viewbooks
and continued market
research. Hannigan said
undergraduate admissions
is also looking to focus
on key recruitment areas
within White County.
“I want us to be more
aware of the Gen Z student

and what they’re looking
for,” Hannigan said.
President Bruce
McLarty said Hannigan is
well-qualified and equipped
to take on the role.
“Scott has been a
tremendously popular
and successful recruiter
for Harding in Tennessee
for the past several years,”
McLarty said. “He brings
a j oyo u s p e r s o n a l i t y,
optimistic spir it and
strong sales and business
background to what is
one of the most critical
positions on our campus.
I am very much looking
forward to working with
him in his new role.”

GatherTo Give,Harding’s
annual fundraising campaign,
raised $426,116 as part of
Giving Tuesday on Nov. 27.
329 donors contributed
to the total, which surpassed
the goal of $200,000. The
contributions come as gifts
with specific designations as
to where and how to be used.
“We were always prayerful
and hopeful that we would

meet and even exceed our
goal, but we didn’t see this
large total coming,” Bryan
Burks, vice president of
advancement, said. “This
day of giving started with
a goal of $24,000 in 24
hours a few years ago and
has grown to over $400,000
this year. What a blessing to
Harding and our wonderful
students.”
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$426K gifted for
Gather to Give

Solar lights added
to walking trail

New solar-powered
outdoor lights don the
walking trail on the east
side of the campus near
the disc golf course and
intramural fields. According
to Danny DeRamus, director

Photo by
EMILY GRIFFIN

of physical resources, the
lights came from multiple
requests to light that area
of the walking trail, which
runs parallel to Gin Creek
and the back side of Village
Apartments.
“We have been looking
for a viable alternative to
running several thousand
feet of power cable and the
high cost of that solution,”
DeRamus said. “Solar seemed
like the best solution that
would solve the lighting
issue.”
DeRamus said this is the
first use of solar power of any
kind throughout campus,
and they will continue to
monitor and consider areas
where that might be the more
viable and lucrative option.

HLC examines university assessments
for 2019 accreditation visit
KALEB TURNER
editor-in-chief
The Higher Learning
Commission (HLC) will visit
Harding in late April 2019
for a four-year accreditation
review visit, following up on the
university’s improvement upon
learning outcomes assessments,
which were noted by the
commission during reviews
in 2015 and 2017.
Julie Hixson-Wallace, vice
president for accreditation and
institutional effectiveness, said
that when the HLC visited
the university for a 10-year
visit in 2015, they asked the
university to submit a written
interim report in 2017 for
review on strategic planning
and budgeting, faculty and
staff diversity and learning
outcomes assessment.
“Because we had some items
they wanted us to follow up on,
2017 came and we gave a report
from there,” Hixson-Wallace
said. “They said, ‘OK, when
you have your 2019 visit, then
you need to have an embedded
report on learning outcomes
assessment.’”

Previously, the university
gave departments and colleges
a large portion of control over
defining and measuring learning
outcomes, but an attempt to
not micromanage the processes
left the learning outcomes
measurement falling short,
according to Hixson-Wallace.
“I think we've learned over
time that more direction — and
more structure and being more
systematic — would be more
helpful,” Hixson-Wallace said.
“We felt like that might place
limits on people in individual
areas and that they might feel
like we were imposing too
much upon how they wanted
to do assessment. But in letting,
to some extent, people have
freedom to do it how they
want, it splinters the process.
So, we really have tried to
focus more on taking some
of that responsibility back to
a central location.”
Learning outcomes,
whether students realize it
or not, Hixson-Wallace said,
play a large role in the dayto-day academic experiences
of students. After their visit
with the HLC in 2015, they

developed eight university
learning outcomes,defining skills
in which students should leave
Harding feeling competent.The
outcomes include skill sets such
as critical thinking, problemsolving, communication and
quantitative abilities.
“As a student, we would
hope that you could say, ‘If I
truly looked at what my critical
thinking and communication
and these kind of basic skills
were [when I started at
Harding], and then look at
how they are at the end, then
I have developed across those,’”
Hixson-Wallace said.
In addition to developing
eight university learning
outcomes, the university
also made personnel moves
to meet the marks for the
HLC. Hixson-Wallace was
moved into a vice president
role in 2016 — a cabinet-level
position which was created
to address accreditation and
institutional effectiveness. In
addition,a director of assessment
role was created and filled by
James Berry.
The university also purchased
new software which allows

them to more strategically and
systematically track learning
outcomes across the university.
Aside from the review of
learning outcomes assessments,
the committee will also assess
the university on five additional
factors as part of the routine,
four-year visit: mission,
integrity, ability to deliver a
quality education, assessment,
and strategic planning and
financial health.
W hile the university
has seen a decline in some
revenues over past years with a
decline in enrollment numbers,
Hixson-Wallace said they do
not anticipate any concerns
regarding that area of the
accreditation assessment.
“Harding has consistently
been well above the zone that
indicates a need for further
review with no reason to expect
any change in that status,”
Hixson-Wallace said.
The Higher Learning
Commission will visit campus
April 22-23, 2019.The visiting
committee is comprised of
administrators and faculty
members from other universities
who serve as peer reviewers.

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ set for airwaves
AVA GALYEAN
student writer

Harding University Theatre
is hosting a production of “It’s a
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio
Play” in the Ulrey Performing
Arts Center at 7 p.m. on Dec.
6-8 with an additional matinee
at 2 p.m. on Dec. 8.
The classic holiday play is
coming with a twist. Steven
Frye, theatre department chair
and professor, is directing the
show and desired it to be
something a little different.
The show will still include the
same story, but will be set up
as a radio show, showcasing
how radio actors created their

art in the 1940s.
“‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ is
a story that can resonate with
all generations. […] And it
provided me with the unique
context of saying ‘Let’s present
it in a totally different manner
than we’re used to doing it’
and that is the context of a
live radio broadcast,” Frye said.
The story starts in present
day with the main character
and transports the audience to
1946 where the rest of the cast
is performing “It’s a Wonderful
Life” on a radio show.
The cast had to learn how
to become foley artists, creating
the sound effects for the “radio”
show of which of they are a

are significant and important.
Junior Caroline Hahn,
stage manager for the show,
said she learned even the
smallest things you do in life
matter, which is a highlight
of the show.
“The entire story is basically
about why every life matters,”
Hahn said.“You kind of already
know that in the back of your
head but I think it was kind
of more like a thing that you
have to be reminded about.”
Tickets are $10 or free
with a CAB pass and may be
purchased on hardingtickets.
com or at the Parent and
Alumni Relations Office in
the Heritage lobby.

Photos by LOREN WILLIAMS

Freshman Loren Smither, junior Evan Chesney and senior
Matthew Frye rehearse for “It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Play” on Nov. 26 in the Ulrey Performing Arts Center.
The play will run this Dec. 6-8, and tickets are $10 or free
with a CAB pass.

In This Issue

Sensory Park,
2A

part. Freshman theatre major
Cassie Weaver plays Hatch
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and stage acting.
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important for our community
to see.
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Harding
students run
marathon for
St. Jude
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On Nov. 14, senior Meagan Hoard trains for the Memphis Marathon Weekend, the biggest fundraising
event for St. Jude. Hoard entered as a St. Jude Hero, pledging a $600 fundraising goal for the race
tomorrow.
KYLIE JONES
student writer
St. Jude is hosting their
annual Memphis Marathon
Weekend tomorrow, and
several Harding students
are training to participate.
Senior Meagan Hoard, said
the marathon weekend is the
biggest fundraising event for
the hospital. Hoard interned
for Alsac, the fundraising
and awareness organization
for St. Jude.
“Having interned at Alsac,
I know that a huge chunk of
the money raised does go to
the hospital, so it makes me
feel confident in what I’m
doing,” Hoard said.
Hoard signed up for the
marathon as a St. Jude Hero,
which means she has set a
fundraising goal of $600 for
the race.

“I think it’s an amazing
mission, and that makes
me want to run as a Hero,”
Hoard said.
“I thought, ‘why not
do a half marathon
that would benefit
somebody?’”
– Landon Genry,
junior
Hoard said becoming
a Hero has been a good
accountability system because
she has already committed
to raising the money for the
hospital. She said becoming a
hero makes the brand visible
to more people, which leads
to a broader awareness for
the work that St. Jude does.
Even for people who are
not long distance runners,
there are still ways to be a
part of the marathon weekend.
Not only do they offer a full

marathon, they also offer a
half marathon, 10K, 5K and
kids marathon, according to
the St. Jude website.
Senior nursing major
Taylor Curran said she does
not like to run and has never
been a long-distance runner,
but she wanted to support
St. Jude and the work they
do to benefit the lives of
children. Curran said a
friend mentioned the half
marathon at the beginning
of the semester, and at
first, she was not going to
participate. Once she found
out more about the race and
what it was for, however, she
decided she wanted to be a
part of something bigger than
herself. Curran said training
for the half marathon has
been a challenge, but it has
been a fun challenge to work
through.

Junior molecular and
cellular biology major Landon
Genry said he heard about
the marathon weekend from
people that ran it last year.
“I think it’s an
amazing mission,
and that makes me
want to run as a
Hero.”
– Meagan Hoard,
senior
“I knew I wanted to run a
half marathon, so I thought,
‘why not do a half marathon
that would benefit somebody?’”
Genry said.
According to the St. Jude
website, St. Jude Heroes
fundraised over $50 million in
the past 16 years, and around
75 percent of St. Jude’s funding
originates from fundraisers
like the Memphis Marathon
Weekend and donations.

Berryhill Park presents Sensory Walk
in time for Christmas season
JESSIE SMITH
news editor
Along with the annual
Christmas lights and
decorations throughout town,
Searcy Parks and Recreation
unveiled a Sensory Walk at
Berryhill Park in a ribbon
cutting ceremony on Nov. 14.
First Security Bank has
fundraised every year for
about a decade, and Kristi
Thurmon, vice president of
marketing and social media
of F irst Security Bank,

said the company wanted
to put that money toward
something for disabled
children or children of all
abilities this year.
“I had been to a park
that’s similar in Paris, Texas,”
Thurmon said. “We thought
about that — you know,
how it’s good for young and
old — and [how] anyone
can use it. We came back
and partnered with the park
and did this project with
the money that we raised.”
The walk features colorful

park equipment such as a toy
piano that plays different
musical notes and wheels
that make noises when
spun. The equipment is for
everyone, not just children,
according to Mike Parsons,
director of Searcy Parks and
Recreation.
“With different touches
and sounds, everything’s
hands-on,” Parsons said.
“Everything’s interactive.”
Parsons said First Security
Bank raised about $5,800
for the project, and Searcy

Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

The Sensory Walk in Berryhill Park awaits visitors on Nov. 28. Searcy Parks
and Recreation and First Security Bank unveiled the Sensory Walk during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Nov. 14.

Parks and Recreation paid
for the remaining roundabout
$1,500.
Members from both
First Security Bank and
Searcy Parks and Recreation
attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony as the first snow
of the year sprinkled on
the park. Parsons said the
project started three or
four months ago, and they
wanted to finish in time for
the Christmas season.
Steve Jackson, maintenance
and facilities manager of
Searcy Parks and Recreation,
and the maintenance crew
are responsible for putting
up the Christmas decorations
in the parks and around
town, and they poured the
concrete and installed the
equipment for the Sensory
Walk. Jackson said he used
to play baseball at Berryhill
Park as a kid, but the park
is nicer today.
“There’s going to be a
change of … the design of
playgrounds,” Jackson said.
“There’s some amazing things
getting ready to come out.”
First Security Bank plans
to continue the partnership
w i t h S e a rc y Pa rk s a n d
Recreation to make the parks
bigger and better every year,
according to Thurmon.
“L ook for more next
year,” Thurmon said.

Academy theatre
company performs
‘Newsies’ musical
University student assists
cast as dance captain

MADISON EDWARDS
student writer
For this year’s fall musical,
Harding Academy’s Wildcat
Theatre Company will perform
Disney’s “Newsies,” a musical
inspired by the historical
1899 newsboys strike in New
York City.
Harding Academy senior
Asher Patten plays the lead
male role, Jack Kelly, one
of the newsboys who leads
the strike against The World
newspaper.
“The thing that sets this
show apart from other previous
shows is the insane amount
of talent this cast possesses,”
Patten said. “Every single
person plays a huge role in
completing the bigger picture
of the show.There’s something
in the musical for everyone:
singing, dancing, fighting,
action, jokes, love, drama
and more.”
Harding Academy junior
Kadyn Harris plays the female
lead, Katherine Plumber, a
reporter who writes the article
about the newsboys strike.
“Katherine has taught
me to be brave. She is very
headstrong and not afraid to
say what she wants,” Harris
said. “She is so devoted to help
the newsies in their fight, and
this character has taught me
to value loyalty above all else
and to trust myself and what
I believe in.”
The “Newsies”hosted Camp
Newsies on Nov. 9-10. More
than 50 Searcy school children
showed up to learn a song and
dance from the show and how
to “strike”and talk like a newsie
over the course of three hours
at the academy. The purpose
behind the event was to raise
money for the Child Safety
Center of White County. The
“Newsies” cast and attendees
raised more than $500.

Melani Blansett, director
of “Newsies” and the Wildcat
Theatre Co., oversaw the
fundraising effort and said it
helped to encourage interest
and involvement in the show
with elementary-aged students
and the community.
“The thing that sets
this show apart from
previous shows is
the insane amount
of talent this cast
possesses. Every
single person
plays a huge role
in completing the
bigger picture of
the show. There’s
something in
the musical for
everyone: singing,
dancing, fighting,
action, jokes, love,
drama and more.”
– Asher Patten,
Harding Academy
senior portraying
Jack Kelly
“Traditionally, these types
of events are much-needed
fundraisers for our department,”
Blansett said. “This year, we
were in a good position with
our budget and felt strongly
that we should use the event
as a fundraiser for a group in
our community. Using our
talents to give back to others
is part of our mission.”
Junior public relations major
Ava Galyean has assisted the
“Newsies” cast as the public
relations intern and dance
captain for the show.
“You can always learn
something from people who
are younger than you,”Galyean
said. “Watching how these
young adults love each other
and love what they do has
been so eye-opening and has
reminded me why I do what
I do. They give this show
everything they’ve got and
do it all for the glory of God.”

Photos by EMILY GRIFFIN

Harding Academy seniors Asher Patten and Andrew Emberson play Jack Kelly and Crutchie respectively on Nov. 26. Harding Academy’s Wildcat
Theatre Company holds “Newsies” rehearsal in
the Harding Academy auditorium. The high school
cast will perform Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 1 at
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at
hardingtickets.com.
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There are plenty of serious topics to take a stance on. However, we
all have fierce opininons on more lighthearted topics as well.
The Bison staff presents:

Shifting
Focus



Emily Nicks

Opinions Editor

Betraying
Texas:
Whatabummer




Ryann Heim
Asst. Photographer

M

y friend Loren says it best, “There
are two types of people in this world:
people who pee in the shower and liars.”
Stay with me. I realize some of you have
never even thought about peeing in the
shower. Or maybe some of you do but are
ashamed to talk about it. Here is your chance
to let loose and let it out.
No one ever taught me to pee in the
shower, I just assumed it was normal. When
I shower, I feel the toilet is an unnecessary
pit-stop when I can get the same job done
in the shower. I’m not here to tell you how
to pee in the shower, but I suggest starting
with this step, so that you’re able to wash
your body post-pee.
My roommate opposes my view. She falls
into the liar category. Unfortunately for her,
my whole suite agrees with me. My roommate
struggles to understand the convenient,
healthy and environmentally friendly aspects
of peeing in the shower.

Aaron Alexander
Asst. Sports Editor

I

have never understood daylight saving
time. To me it makes no sense to lose
an hour of sleep to make better use of the
daylight, especially when the amount of
daylight that covers the earth does not
change no matter the numeric value we
assigned to it.
My disdain for daylight saving time
becomes more apparent in the late fall and
winter. I cannot stand how early it gets
dark — a sunset at 4:53 p.m. irritates me
because I feel tired so early in the evening.
I spent the fall of junior year abroad in
London. When we switched back from
daylight saving time during my semester
abroad, it got dark at like 3:30 p.m. What
ensued were eight hours of non-stop
yawning, and I hated it.
That same semester, during a trip to
Greenwich, my hatred for daylight saving
time evolved into a ponder as to why the
earth is split into time zones. Using the
same logic as before, the amount of sunlight

staffKaleb Turner

T
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To pee or not to pee:
that is the question
First of all, it’s convenient. Like I said
before, you don’t have to take the extra pit
stop to the toilet. Less stops equals a cleaner
toilet. Plus, all of the dirt and grime from
your body are already going down the shower
drain, so why not let your pee join it? It saves
time and toilet paper!
“No one ever taught me to pee
in the shower, I just assumed
it was normal. When I shower, I
feel the toilet is an unnecessary
pit stop when I can get the same
job done in the shower.”
– Ryann Heim,
asst. photographer
Secondly, it’s healthy. I don’t know if
you’ve seen it, but that survival guy drinks his
urine. If it’s OK to drink, why does it matter
if it goes down your drain? Also, when I was
testing the character of (or getting to know
the) girls at a mixer, I asked if they peed in the

shower. One of the girls excitingly informed
me that of course she pees in the shower and
it can help prevent athletes foot. I put her
claim to the test. Google (or The People’s
Pharmacy) confirmed that, yes, urine does
in fact have anti-fungal properties.
Lastly, peeing in the shower is environmentally
friendly. Not only are you saving water by
flushing the toilet one less time, but you are
also saving toilet paper. Who wouldn’t want
to decrease their water and paper waste?
The point of all of this is not to shame
people who don’t pee in the shower. It is to
bring awareness to the many possibilities
and benefits of it. Do it! Try something new.
For those who are afraid to share their truth,
here is your chance to claim it. You are not
alone. You are not the only one. Just let it pee.
RYANN HEIM is an asst. photographer
for The Bison. She can be contacted
at rheim@harding.edu.

Time for change:
a world without time zones
that hits the earth’s surface in a given 24hour rotation does not change, no matter
the time numeral we assign to any given
location. And after doing some research,
thinking and watching a few YouTube
videos, I came to the conclusion that we
should do away with time zones and move
on to a single 24-hour clock.
“When we switched back from
daylight saving time during my
semester abroad, it got dark at
like 3:30 p.m. What ensued were
eight hours of non-stop yawning,
and I hated it.”
– Aaron Alexander,
asst. sports editor
8 a.m. may be the perfect time for someone
in Los Angeles to wake up, even though a
New Yorker is already well into their work
day. At midnight, most of Europe could be
fast asleep, but folks in the Midwest can
be sitting down for dinner. An eight-hour

flight would take eight hours both in real
time and clock time.
Before you start calling me crazy, this
already happens. People on the west coast
wake up when people on the east coast have
already begun their day, it’s just that 8 a.m.
Pacific Standard Time is 11 a.m. Eastern
Standard Time. Your life, your actions and
your sleep would not change at all, just
the time numeral that you associate with
a particular activity would change.
Using a 24-hour clock system, businesses
could schedule a call between Paris and
Indianapolis at 2 p.m. without having
to remember if Indy is in the Central or
Eastern Time Zone.
A world without time zones would be
much simpler, just like a world without
daylight saving time would be brighter
at 5 p.m.

AARON ALEXANDER is the asst. sports
editor for The Bison. He can be contacted at aalexander2@harding.edu.

he last notes of the fight song rang
out as the crowd began spilling
onto the field. The football players lined
up to shake hands, one side dejected and
the other side thrilled. I stood in the band
section among my fellow trumpet players,
ready to play our alma mater (which went
to the tune of “O Christmas Tree” for some
unknown reason). The first football game
of my freshman year had come to an end,
and after looking forward to being in the
high school marching band for all of middle
school, I was not disappointed. Little did
I know, the evening wasn’t over; we were
headed to Whataburger.
For four years, this is what my fall Friday
nights regularly looked like. Sometimes
our team won; usually our team lost.
Regardless of the final score, one thing
remained consistent: the post-game party
at Whataburger.
Before you read any further, let’s get a
few things straight: first, I am from Texas.
Second, I really like Whataburger. When I
visit home, I almost always end up there at
some point. But third — and I’m preparing
myself for the death threats that are sure
to come — it’s a pretty average fast food
restaurant.
I like it a lot. Really, I do! But I think
that most of my fondness for the iconic
orange and white restaurant comes from
the association it has with fun memories. I
spent my high school years in a town with
a population of less than 4,000 people,
so there wasn’t much to do. We had to
drive for 30 minutes to get to the nearest
movie theater or bowling alley, and the
local skating rink wasn’t that exciting after
you turned 13. So where did we go? You
guessed it — Whataburger.
Since coming to school in Arkansas, I’ve
been surprised to see how many Texans try
to force their beloved restaurant onto their
non-Texan friends. In some opinions, it
seems like a person just hasn’t experienced
culinary greatness until they try a honey
butter chicken biscuit, and how dare
someone claim that any ketchup is better
than Whataburger Fancy Ketchup! But
friends, here’s the thing: to someone who
didn’t grow up with it, Whataburger is most
likely just another fast food restaurant.
So, to my fellow students from the Lone
Star State: not everyone loves Whataburger.
It holds a special place in our hearts, and
there’s nothing wrong with that. But your
roommate from Ohio probably isn’t going
to cry tears of joy when they try it for the
first time, just like you may not be overly
impressed by Cincinnati’s Skyline Chili.
To those not from Texas: I’m sorry that
we tend to be a bit obnoxious. Be patient
with us, and if you do get the chance to eat
Whataburger, I suggest the honey barbecue
chicken strip sandwich — it’s a little more
interesting than a cheeseburger.
And to my friends from California: go
back to the top of this column and replace
every “Whataburger” with “In-N-Out.”
You need to hear this, too.
EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks
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An Ode
to Nancy

What’s Your Opinion?

Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

Kaleb Turner
Editor-in-Chief

Turn lane,
merge and
pray
T

here are two types of people in the
world: good people and people who use
the turn lane to merge onto the busy highway.
Don’t believe me? Picture this: it’s 9 p.m., and
you’ve realized you haven’t eaten dinner all day.
Sure, it’s one of those days, but that’s no excuse.
Burks Drive and Beebe-Capps Expressway
are the only things standing between you and
a boneless teriyaki Wings and Things plate
at Zaxby’s. Burks Drive as your runway, you
build your speed, roll through the stop sign
onto Beebe-Capps, only to discover that the
eastbound traffic on Beebe-Capps Expressway
is moving quickly in your direction.
You panic. Your friends in the car scream,
clutching their door handles and pearls, praying
for safety. Your lives flash before your eyes. The
chicken tenders are so close.
“I must use this turn lane to merge,” you
think, wrong.
The eastbound motorists have similar
thoughts. They panic and pray. Their friends
scream, scooting away from the left side of the
vehicle, fearing their immediate demise. The
driver merges immediately right. The motorist
in the far-right lane careens toward the shoulder.
Suddenly, Beebe-Capps Expressway has turned
from a hospitable motorway to the Autobahn
covered in black ice.
“I must now merge from this turn lane,”
you think, wrong again.
In your rearview mirror, helpless motorists
look wide-eyed at the backside of your 2004
Camry. Your scuffed bumper and accompanying
dents speak to similar motoring mistakes
and wayward wheeling. They see your array
of window stickers — 30A, Harding, “The
Mountains are Calling” and your club letters.
It’s a dead giveaway.
“Stupid kids,” they say between their heavy
breaths, trying to recover the will and emotional
capabilities to move their cars further down
the road.
The Zaxby’s neon nears and the chicken
tenders are dancing like sugarplums in your brain.
You can practically taste the fries’ seasoning on
your lips. You’ve reached your final destination
but not without wreaking havoc — all because
you used the turn lane to merge.
Up until recently, I always thought this
heinous act was against roadway rules and
regulations. It’s not the only roading recourse
I’m at odds with either. Use your turn signal at
all times, for crying out loud. Trying to merge
into my lane without using your turn signal? No
chance. I’ll risk the accident just to prove a point.
And don’t even get me started on driving under
the speed limit in the left lane. Nevertheless, I
think the turn-lane-merge-and-pray method
tops the list of worst of the worst.
When motorists commit the self-created
crime, I scream and yell, asking the gods and
goddesses to rain down heaps of traffic violations
and asking God to help me keep my religion.
But Arkansas Code Annotated 27-51-309
spoke otherwise on the lawfulness of the act.
“It is permissible for a vehicle making a
left-hand turn from an intersecting street or
driveway to utilize a center left-turn lane as
part of the maneuver to gain access to or to
merge into the traffic lanes, except that it is not
permissible to use the center left-turn lane as
an acceleration lane,” the code states.
The code goes on to say that the turn lane
is reserved only for left-hand turns — you may
not use it to travel through or to pass unless
you’re performing a left-hand turn.
Straight from the mouth of the law of the
land, there it stands. You can use the blasted lane
to merge into oncoming traffic, endangering the
lives of those in your car and those surrounding
you, causing severe mental and emotional
trauma and disrupting a normal flow of traffic
through a pleasantly peaceful neighborhood.
Eat your heart out, kid.
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at kturner3@harding.edu.
Twitter: kalebaturner

Nora Johnson
Features Editor

Appreciating
opposums
L

ast week, one of my friends encountered
an opossum in the trash can outside
of her dorm. Their short staredown ended
after the opossum realized she wasn’t
interested in stealing any of his newfound
treasure. When my friend recounted the
story to me, I’m sure she wasn’t expecting
me to be near as excited as I was.
This summer, I was an intern at the
Nashville Zoo. To no one’s surprise, I
adored my job — I got to live out every
dream childhood Nora had of one day
becoming a zookeeper. While I worked with
incredible animals from around the world,
some of my favorite animals to work with
were the less popular critters. No visitor
needed to be convinced that the clouded
leopards were cool; the so-called ‘creepy
crawlies,’ however, were a different story.
Pearl the Opossum is one such ‘crawly’
I was especially fond of. She’s curious and
friendly, and this summer, she spent most
of her time raising her three daughters.
Cute is a preference; it’s alright if you
don’t think opossums like Pearl are cute.
There, we can agree to disagree. However,
I feel that opossums have the unfair and
unfortunate reputation of simply being
gross. You may grimace at the thought
of opossums, but you probably haven’t
thought about how much good they do
for you and the environment.
Opossums are one of the most effective
natural predators of black-legged ticks,
which are common throughout the entire
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Eastern half of the U.S. (so, all of Arkansas,
Tennessee, Texas or wherever else you’re
from). According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), black-legged
ticks are the primary cause of the 30,000
new cases of Lyme disease reported each
year. Imagine a world without opossums,
who reportedly eat up to 5,000 ticks in
one season. Actually, don’t. I wouldn’t wish
that upon anyone.
Along with ticks, opossums eat the
world’s unpleasant leftovers, like overripe
berries and, yes, dead animals. Being a
scavenger isn’t cute, but it’s important.

If opossums and other scavengers didn’t
take care of the nasty, who would? I’m not
volunteering for that job. Thank opossums
for doing the dirty work.
I never expected to be an opossum
advocate, but here we are. Next time you’re
driving home and you seen an opossum
on the side of the road, take a moment to
mourn the little guy and the existence of the
5,000 ticks that will live to see another day.
NORA JOHNSON is the features editor
for The Bison. She can be contacted
at njohnson1@harding.edu.

Toys, toys, toys, toys down in my heart

don’t know how you feel about regifting, but I’ve dipped into the “Just
the Clax” archives and recycled a column
from November 2011. The article is only
seven years old, but since it mentions two
famous stores that both closed this year, I
wanted to bring it back to pay tribute to the
architects of my childhood empire of toys.
“There are four ways you can know that
the Christmas season is upon us these days.
First, the calendar switches from July to
August. Second, the illuminated Harding
campus becomes visible from Jupiter. Third,
the Little Debbie Cherry Cordials snack
cakes go on sale, and at least one person in
America gets excited. And most important
of all, the Toys R Us holiday catalog arrives
in Sunday’s paper.
Looking through the 80-page insert
(with its slightly irreverent logo, “Toys
to the World”), I couldn’t help rewinding
my brain to 1978. At age six, there were
three things I looked forward to in life: hot
oatmeal, the next ‘Star Wars’ movie and the
Sears Wish Book. Our neighbor worked
for the famous retail giant, and every year
in late November, he would quietly put an
advance copy of that massive Christmas
catalog in our mailbox.
A thousand full-color pages of toys, and
I had it before anyone else. This made me
the most popular kid on Amalfi Drive. It
was a short street, so it didn’t take much.
Young people who have grown up with
the internet may have trouble understanding
the cosmic annual event that was the arrival
of the Wish Book. While Saturday morning
commercials provided tantalizing glimpses
of the wonders available each Christmas
season, no kid could fully claim that he had

Michael Claxton
Guest Writer

seen the Promised Land before eyeing the
riches inside that four-pound tome.
Picture after glossy picture of board
games, Lego sets, action figures, Slinkies,
guns, swords, basketballs, super heroes, G. I.
Joes, stuff for girls (I skipped those pages),
electronics, disguise kits, Big Wheels, bikes,
scooters, Weebles and enough Star Wars
bling to stock a galaxy. Looking through
that enticing volume, I could picture
myself on December 25, “plunging into
the cornucopia,” as little Ralphie says in
“A Christmas Story,” “quivering with desire
and the ecstasy of unbridled avarice.”
The toys in this book shaped our destinies.
For the budding English teacher, there was
Speak and Spell. The future electrician
had Lite Brite. The upcoming traveler and
karate expert needed the Kick and Go.
Junior politicians could ask for the Sit and
Spin. Destined to be a primatologist? Get a
Monchhichi Monkey. It was a glorious book.
By contrast, I found the flimsy Toys
R Us pamphlet that fell out of Sunday’s
newspaper somewhat lacking in gravitas.
You can’t drop it on the kitchen table with
a resounding “thud” to let your parents
know they had better start saving money.
You can’t dog-ear hundreds of pages while
making that first-draft, go-for-broke
Christmas list. And you definitely can’t
put a brown paper cover on it and pretend
it’s your math textbook. Like some people

did. Other people.
However, it was comforting to know
that some things haven’t changed. On page
one of this year’s Toys R Us wish leaflet, I
found a “Muppet Whatnot Kit,” a generic
puppet complete with assorted wigs, noses
and eyes. It’s the Jim Henson version of Mr.
Potato Head, but it brought back memories
of that banner year when I got a Kermit the
Frog toy, a Muppet board game and “The
Muppet Show Book.” I pulled that book
down from the shelf just now and read the
inscription: “For Michael, Christmas 1978,
from Papa.”
And it amazes me that over 30 years
later, Toys R Us still devotes a few pages
to Star Wars, with a Tie-Fighter on the
cover. 1978 was also the year I racked up
on Lucasfilm products, with an inflatable,
glow-in-the-dark lightsaber, a Millennium
Falcon ship and a 12-inch-tall Darth Vader
action figure complete with cloth cape. It’s
on the shelf now, too, still in the original box.
I’m accepting bids through next Thursday.
So, what if the new toy catalog is
full f violent video games, expensive Android
Smartphones, something called an iPod
Shuffle and not a single page dedicated to
Shrinky Dinks? I still think I’ll dog-ear
a few sections and slip it under Mom’s
bedroom door, just for old time’s sake.”
Toys R Us closed its doors in June 2018,
and the venerable 130-year-old Sears filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in October. But
take heart, my children. Walmart will fill the
vacuum by expanding its toy department
by 30 percent this year. Let the list begin.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Kaleb Turner, the editor-in-chief, at kturner3@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Jack Allen

Sports Editor

It is not OK

As my friends and I approached
the palace of Vlad the Impaler in
Bucharest,Romania,we were uncertain
about what to expect. The palace
of one of history’s most notorious
leaders promised the allure of danger
and intrigue.
We were greeted there by the most
stereotypically Romanian security
guard you could imagine. His short
and stocky build coupled with his
graying beard and Russian hat made
him look like the star of a documentary
on Soviet Russia.
As we arrived, he waved his finger
at us and told us to stop.
“No, no, no, no,” he said. “We are
closed.”
We asked him if we could come
back the next day.
“No, no, no, no,” he said again in
broken English.“A wall may fall down
at any time.”
Realizing we would never get to
see the palace, we told him it was OK
and turned to leave.
“No, no, no, no,”he said a third time.
“It is not OK, but it is the way it is.”
On Nov. 24, Louisiana State
University (LSU) and Texas A&M
University (TAMU) competed in the
longest and highest-scoring game in
Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS)
history. Seven overtimes and more
than five hours after the opening
kickoff, TAMU completed a pass to
convert a game-winning two-pointconversion.
My heart sank. As grueling as the
game was for the players, my heart had
also been through the ringer. With
under a minute to play in regulation
and LSU leading by seven points, the
Tigers intercepted a TAMU pass.The
pick sealed the game and LSU players
poured Gatorade onto Head Coach
Ed Orgeron. But the game was not
over. The fat lady had not sung.
After review, officials determined
TAMU’s quarterback was down prior
to throwing the pass.
Moments later, with three seconds
still on the clock, the Aggies attempted
to spike the ball and get one more play
off. After the spike, the clock read all
zeroes. The Tigers had escaped Kyle
Field with the victory.
But, for the second time that night,
victory was snatched from the Tigers’
grasp by an overturned call and one
second was added to the clock.
That one second lasted another
hour and a half.
TAMU scored a touchdown on
the last play of regulation to send
it to overtime. Adrenaline pumped
through my veins as anger flooded
my heart. Twice, LSU had won the
game. Twice, it was taken away.
All was rectified in overtime,though,
when LSU forced a fumble to secure
a third victory. But, the third time was
not the charm. Officials ruled the pass
incomplete, and an Aggie field goal
sent the game into a second overtime.
My blood boiled. As the game
trudged on and each team matched
the other blow-for-blow, the tension
within me drove me to exhaustion.
Finally, in the seventh overtime,
TAMU converted a two-pointconversion to win the game 74-72.
As I sat on my couch, a humble
ball of emotionally drained flesh, the
words of my Romanian friend echoed
in my mind.
“It is not OK, but it is the way it is.”
For Harding football, so many
things outside of the team’s control
played a role in their playoff defeat,
including four major injuries. The
breaks simply did not fall their way.
Does that
it less
hard?

  make
 
 No.
 
Is
there
still
pain?
Almost
certainly.
    
Sports are not meant to be painless or
 
objectively fair. That unpredictability
   
week in and week out contributes to
what makes them great.
It is not always OK, but it is the
way it is.



 

JACK ALLEN
is the head


sports editor
for the Bison.

He may be contacted at

 
jallen10@harding.edu.
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Senior point guard JV Long attempts a layup in a game against Ecclesia College on Nov. 15 in the Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse.
Long transferred to Harding this semester after graduating from Camden University last spring.

Graduate transfer JV Long continues to acclimate to new program
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
Senior point guard JV Long erupted for 28
points in the Harding men’s basketball game
against Christian Brothers University (CBU)
on Monday, Nov. 26. The graduate transfer has
become a leader on the team, but his journey to
Searcy has taken him around the world.
Sherman Jovahn Long V was born in Germany.
Although Long was named after his father, his
mother was not a fan of the name Sherman, opting
instead to call him by his middle name. In middle
school, his classmates shortened his name to JV,
and the name stuck.
Long’s mother was a track and handball athlete
and helped Long develop a passion for sports.
However, during his time in Germany, he never
showed an interest in basketball.
Long and his mother eventually moved to
Arlington, Texas, where he was exposed to a new
world of sports.
“Growing up in America,” Long said, “I fell
in love with football first, and I played football
for a long time.”
Long would not play competitive basketball
until he was in junior high, and even then, his
coaches and friends thought he would pursue
football over basketball.
“I was kind of a late bloomer,” Long said.
“Everybody thought like, hey man, he’s going to
be a football player.”
Long surprised everyone his sophomore year
of high school when he made the decision to
quit football in order to focus all his energy on
his basketball career. He said his football coaches
called him and asked him to change his mind.
“I was just like, I don’t love it as much as I did
in the past,” Long said. “And then basketball just
kind of took over.”

Along with the change of priorities came a
change of position. During the summer before
his junior year, Long played Amateur Athletic
Union (AAU) basketball and made the transition
from playing shooting guard and small forward
to running the point.

JV Long
Senior Guard

Game Stats, 
Harding vs.
Christian Bros.
University

Field Goals Made: 12-18
Field Goal %: 66.7%
Assists: 5
Rebounds: 6
Steals: 3
Minutes: 38
His experience playing positions typically
reserved for taller players gave him an edge when
running the point. He went from being one of the
smaller forwards to one of the taller point guards.
“I started producing,” Long said. “I scored a lot
of points, a lot of assists, a lot of rebounds. I kinda
realized I might be able to play on the next level
if I continue this.”
Long would continue his career at Cameron
University in Oklahoma. His freshman year, he
rode the bench as a redshirt athlete and got the
chance to watch All-American point guard Craig

 
    
  

        





    

    






  


– JV Long,
senior point guard

Points: 28


  

 






 

 
 
















That time on the bench payed dividends to
Long who would be named to the Lone Star
Conference’s All-Freshman Team the next season.
His next two years, he would be awarded AllConference honors. Long averaged 10.5 points,
3.9 assists and 4.1 rebounds per game. Long led
the team in points and rebounds in both his fourth
and fifth year on the team.
Following the 2017-18 season, Long was
left with a decision. Even though he had been a
Cameron student and player for five years, he still
had one more year of eligibility remaining.
“There was no reason for me to leave [Cameron],”
Long said. “But then I had to kind of look at what
do I want to do after basketball.”
Long graduated from Cameron with a degree
in biology, but he realized in order to become a
physician’s assistant (PA) and participate in PA
school, he would need to take more medical classes
which were not offered at Cameron.
So, Long left behind his home once again, this
time coming to Searcy. He is taking more medical
classes to boost his PA school resume but has no
intention of earning a Harding undergraduate degree.
SEE LONG, PAGE 2B

  
  






















 

  

 
 



 
 
 








Foster. His sophomore season, he was forced to
take a medical redshirt after tearing his ACL.
Again, Long had to sit on the bench and watch
the game instead of playing.
“It wasn’t so much as a setback but a learning
opportunity,” Long said. “I had to sit on the bench
and just watch the games. I had never done that
before.”
“There was no reason for me to
leave [Cameron]. But then I had to
kind of look at what do I want to do
after basketball.”
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Women’s social clubs Phi Kappa Delta and Zeta Rho compete in a Division III
volleyball match in the Ganus Activities Complex on Nov. 14. The volleyball
season was moved to the fall to make up for wet weather.
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Harding comeback falls short in playoffs
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
Harding’s comeback attempt came
just short on Saturday, Nov. 17 as the
Bisons fell to Ferris State University
(FSU) in the first round of the NCAA
Division II Football Playoff 21-19.
The game was a tale of two halves
for the Bisons, who trailed 21-0 at the
halftime break. In the first half, the
Bisons managed only 90 yards of total
offense. The 21-point deficit was the
largest the Bisons had faced all season.
“When we got into halftime I said
‘guys we are going to figure out who we
are, we are going to figure out what we
are about based on what we do right
now when it looks really bad,’” Head
Football Coach Paul Simmons said.
But as the sun peaked its way out
from behind the clouds for the first
time all weekend, the Bisons awoke
from their slumber and dominated
play in the second half.
Sophomore quarterback Preston
Paden struggled early on. He threw
his first interception of the season and
was sidelined as part of the NCAA’s
concussion protocol late in the first
quarter. In the second half, Paden
returned and breathed life into a
stagnant Bison offense. Harding rushed
for 172 second-half yards and three
touchdowns, almost double the yardage
they accumulated in the first half.
The Bison comeback began in

the fourth quarter when sophomore
running back Taylor Bissell carried the
ball for a 5-yard touchdown run, but
junior kicker Cameron Scott missed
the extra point. That kick would be a
decisive moment in the game.
“I don’t think we got beat, we just
ran out of time,” Simmons said.
Harding’s defense experienced a
resurgence in the second half as well.
After allowing 174 total yards and
21 points in the first half, the Bisons
locked down the Bulldogs rushing
game and standout junior quarterback
Jayru Campbell. The Bisons front
seven recorded three sacks and held
the Bulldogs to -23 yards rushing.
FSU only managed one first down in
the second half, and it came on the
final drive of the half, as FSU ran out
the clock.
The Bisons’ defense forced a fumble
soon after the Bissell touchdown, and
the Bisons scored again on a touchdown
run by sophomore running back Cole
Chancey to bring the score to 21-12.
Because of the missed extra point, Harding
went for the two-point conversion but
failed to convert. The failed conversion
left it a two-score game.
The Bison defense would hold again,
and after an FSU punt, the Bison
offense once again drove down the
field. Bissell continued his standout
second half with a 16-yard touchdown
run to the left side. Scott’s extra point
made the score 21-19 with just under

eight minutes to play.
Harding stopped the Bulldogs
once again, forcing a punt from deep
inside FSU territory. The Bisons got
possession with the chance to take
the lead. After a gutsy run by Paden
got the ball to the midfield stripe, the
Bisons were called for a chop block.
The penalty set up a first-and-25 from
the Bisons 35-yard-line. The Bisons
managed to get a fourth and eight, and
Paden floated a pass over the middle
to Bissell. The pass fell incomplete,
and the Bison comeback fell just short.
“You shouldn’t be surprised if it’s
harder for a team to come by yards in
the second half, because that’s the type
of people we are,” senior defensive end
T.J. Winslow said.
FSU converted its only first down
of the half and took a knee to run out
the clock. Harding fell 21-19.
The Bisons finish their season
with a 9-3 record. This was the third
consecutive season the Bisons qualified
for the NCAA Division II Playoffs. FSU
advances to play Northwest Missouri
State University, who defeated FSU’s
rival Grand Valley State University.
Harding’s seniors played their final
snap against FSU, Winslow said that
being a Bison has changed his life in
so many ways.
“Harding saved my life, these
[teammates and coaches] saved my
life,” Winslow said. “I’m going to miss
being around them.”
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Harding faced Ferris State University in the first round of the Division II playoffs on Nov. 18 in Big
Rapids, Michigan. The Bison defense gave up one first down in the entire second half of the game.

Long,

from 1B
His adjustment to the Bisons locker
room has been a slow one, but he said his
experience at Cameron has prepared him
to play at this level.
“Because he has such a great work ethic,
is a great teammate and leads by example,
it also has allowed him to be a vocal leader
in a really positive way,” Harding Men’s

Basketball Coach Jeff Morgan said.
Junior guard Colin Hale also
transferred to Harding this year and was
one of JV’s first friends at Harding.
“I think we both see very eye-to-eye on
the basketball court,” Hale said. “Off the
floor we have really grown our relationship
both basketball-wise and outside it.”
In his first game this season, Long said
the reality that he was no longer playing
for Cameron really sunk in.
“They’re calling out the starting lineups
and it says Harding across my chest instead

PLAYERS
ONLY
Madison Poen
Volleyball Outside Hitter

On the road again

“Players Only” is a special column written by Harding
athletes. In this weeks issue: Lady Bisons senior outside hitter
Madison Poen talks about her experience on the road at the
NCAA tournament in Kearney, Nebraska on Nov. 16-17.
Traveling to Nebraska was stressful and fun at the
same time. Our team makes trips so much fun, so it was
an adventure for sure. Honestly, going on trips with the
team will be something I miss the most because we are
all such good friends off the court, so when we travel, it
is like going on a trip with all your best friends.
Making an appearance in the NCAA Regional
Tournament was an unforgettable experience. Our team
made history that night in front of more than 1,000
fans, and there is no other group of women that I would
have wanted to do it with. It was nice to come in as the
underdogs, because in our conference we were on top,
and everyone was out to get us. This shift in dynamic
really gave us an edge.
I think that University of Nebraska at Kearney
overlooked us, which ended up working in our favor
because we did a great job of jumping out there and
playing our game. Before the game we were all nervous
and excited, but we knew that they were underestimating
us and we knew that anyone we faced that weekend
would definitely be beatable. We had nothing to lose and
something to prove to ourselves. We wanted to represent
Harding and the Great American Conference well.
When most teams scout us, I think that senior middle
blocker Zoe Hardin really stands out, and they game
plan around her. But what makes us such an amazing
team is that we have six people that can all go off at
different times, which is hard to plan around or stop. If
they were able to stop our middle hitters, the pins got
the job done or vice versa, and our defense made it very
hard for them to score. It was a full team effort, both
offensively and defensively, to beat them, and everyone
did their job and did it well.
I cannot imagine ending my career a better way
than wearing number eight, playing alongside my best
friends and making history. It’s going to be a difficult
road finding my way without volleyball, but I have made
some of the best memories and met my life-long friends
because of this sport, and I couldn’t be more blessed or
grateful for the past four years.
The 2018 Harding volleyball team made history as the
only team in school and Great American Conference
history to win a NCAA tournament game. The Lady
Bisons finished with a 26-8 overall record.

of Cameron,” Long said. “I realized I need
to commit to this school, this university, to
the fans, and try to get a championship.”
After putting together consistent 10-point
performances early this season, Long finally
had a breakthrough game against CBU
Monday night. His 28 points were the
most he has scored all season. He added
six rebounds, five assists and three steals.
“Having a game like that definitely builds
my confidence for the rest of the season,”
Long said.
Long is not the first sixth-year senior

to play for Harding. Matt Hall played six
seasons with Harding, although he also
redshirted two seasons. Hall was named
an All-American and is recognized in the
Harding Sports Hall of Fame. His jersey
hangs from the rafters of the Rhodes-Reeves
Fieldhouse.
W hile expectations for L ong this
season are not nearly as high, he believes
his basketball intelligence and the feel he
has gathered for the game will help lift his
teammates play and lead Harding throughout
conference play.

CHRISTMAS

EDITION

Cooper Carroll

Briley Feringa

Jordan West

Melanie Matkins

Sadie Thornton

What’s your favorite
Christmas song?

“Jingle Bells”

“Joy to the
World”

“Jingle Bells”

“Jingle Bells”

“Drummer Boy”

What’s your favorite TV
Christmas episode?

“Friends”
Christmas
episode

“The Office”
Christmas
episode

“Everybody
Hates Chris”
Christmas
episode

“Elf” (I don’t
watch a lot of
TV)

“Friends”
Christmas
episode

Hot Chocolate, Apple Cider
or Eggnog?

Apple Cider

Hot Chocolate

Eggnog

Hot Chocolate

Hot Chocolate

What is the perfect date
to start decorating for
Christmas?

Black Friday

Dec. 5

Dec. 1

Dec. 1

Two days after
Thanksgiving

football

softball

basketball

soccer

basketball
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Think
LOCAL
Through involvement
in local projects, Mat
Faulkner is working
to better Searcy’s
community
NORA JOHNSON
features editor
JED MYERS
student writer
Mat Faulkner, president and chief idea
officer of Think Idea Studio, has made great
strides in his effort to better the community
of Searcy. From his position within his own
marketing firm, he has been able to take
his ideas to the next level in partnership
with others in the Searcy area.
In addition to starting and running his
own business, Faulkner works with several
local nonprofits, serves as the chair of the
Small Business Committee for the Searcy
Regional Chamber of Commerce and is the
youngest member of the Searcy Regional
Economic Development Corporation,
which focuses its work on attracting new
businesses to Searcy and improving economic
growth in the area. Additionally, Faulkner
contributes to the Searcy Beautification
and Lights Committee.
“This is my way of saying this is home
and we want to get our hands into making
[Searcy] better using any skills and connections
to do so,” Faulkner said. “Of course we
want to improve it for our family, but for
everyone in the community as well. ”
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Mat Faulkner, president and chief Idea officer of Think Idea Studio, has contributed to many events and
projects in Searcy with the goal of community improvement. Faulkner’s impact can be seen through
popular local elements such as Art Alley and Beats and Eats.
Faulkner said because of in-house
assets at Think, whenever he gets involved
with anything in the community, he often
utilizes the agency to kick off any efforts
for growth. Faulkner cited the Think Art
Project, which falls under the Searcy Arts
Council, as an example. Faulkner’s role in
the project includes coordinating with local
artists and facilitating discussions about
potential new projects. While murals are a
part of the project, Faulkner said sculptures,
lighting shows, water features, landscaping
and more are also used in the overall theme
of “placemaking,” which uses arts and culture
to create spaces for the community to come
together.
“You make this happen through local
talent,” Faulkner said. “Locals who live in
the area and have a vested interest in the
community are the key ingredient. Through
the use of visuals, people easily recognize and
are excited about the work that enhances
their community.”
Senior Tiffany Metts has been able to
work with Faulkner on several community
projects through her internship at Think

Idea Studio. Metts attributed the dynamic
environment at Think to Faulkner’s leadership
and love of Searcy.
“The name of his company is
perfect for him — he’s a great
thinker.”
– Marka Bennett, Beats and
Eats co-director
“He creates a wonderful work environment
that is full of optimism and creativity,” Metts
said. “He keeps things fun while still being
an incredibly hard worker.”
Marka Bennett, a self-proclaiming “Mat
Faulkner fan,” met Faulkner shortly after
moving to Searcy two years ago. Like Metts,
Bennett said she quickly realized Faulkner
is a creative powerhouse who cares deeply
about his community.
“The name of his company is perfect for
him — he’s a great thinker,” Bennett said.
“He’s very creative. You can almost see the
wheels turning as you’re talking to him.”
Bennett and Faulkner are the co-directors
of Beats and Eats, a monthly event in

Searcy’s Downtown with live entertainment,
artisans and entrepreneurs. While they were
brainstorming for the creation of such a
large-scale event, Bennett said Faulkner
played a vital role in coordinating the many
ideas presented.
“He brings synergy. He doesn’t just have
his own ideas; he’s willing to work with
others and create something that combines
all thoughts and ideas,” Bennett said. “He’s
inspiring, but he’s also inspired by the people
he’s working with.”
According to Faulkner, beyond Beats
and Eats and the Think Art Project, Searcy
as a whole has been working to improve
the downtown area and overall sense of
community. While there are lots of different
moving pieces, Faulkner added that they
can make a big impression when all put
together.
“Smaller cities often lack in amenities,
especially when it comes to dining, entertainment
and recreation, but when it comes down to
it, satisfaction comes from relationships,”
Faulkner said. “That is the golden nugget
with small town living.”

Like mother and father,

Like daughters
NOAH TURNER
student writer
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Juniors Cassidy Ward and Riley Jane Osborne did
not know each other before they studied abroad together
in Greece this past spring. While abroad, Ward and
Osborne not only became friends, but also realized their
parents had shockingly similar life stories.
Ward’s parents lived in Japan for a year after graduating
college. While there, they taught English and served at
the Mito Church of Christ in Mito, Ibaraki, Japan. A
few years before, Osborne’s parents had also moved to
Japan to work with the same church. During their twoyear stay in the country, they trained other volunteers
at the church, including Ward’s parents.
As Ward and Osborne developed a friendship in
Greece, they began to seriously consider serving in Japan
together, just as their parents had years before.
“We started talking, and we thought, ‘What if we
went to Japan?’” Ward said. “It came true. We are now
in the process of raising money to go.”
Before studying abroad, Ward said she never would
have thought about interning in Japan. She had considered
taking a year off after graduating, but had not thought
about following in the footsteps of her parents. Her
friendship with Osborne, however, encouraged both
her and Osborne to pursue serving in Japan as a real
possibility.
“Growing up hearing our parents tell stories about
it and talking about their experiences made this into
something I already wanted to do,” Osborne said.
Ward and Osborne have made plans to serve as
interns at the Mito Church of Christ this summer for
a month beginning in May. Osborne’s uncle, who has
served as a missionary at the church for about 20 years,
will work with them. Osborne said that while in Japan,
she and Ward hope to pursue opportunities to move to
Japan after they graduate to teach English and continue
serving at the church, much like their parents did after
they graduated.
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ABOVE: Juniors Cassidy Ward and Riley Jane
Osborne are preparing for a summer internship at
the same church in Japan their parents served at.
Ward and Osborne plan to pursue opportunities in
Japan after they graduate as well.
LEFT: Heather and Patrick Ward, Cassidy Ward’s
parents, worked with a church in Japan in 1995.
There, they were trained by Riley Jane Osborne’s
parents, Kelly and John Osborne, who lived in
Japan from 1991 to 1993.
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Home away from home

The Webbs built a coastal oasis with Carolina charm
KENDALL CARWILE
lifestyle editor
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Kent and Teresa Webb reside part-time in Legacy
Park. They decided to build this home when their
daughter, freshman Hayley Kate, committed to play
basketball at Harding.

#hirebisons
COBA students find jobs
for after graduation
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Senior finance major Riley Smith and senior
accounting major Rilee Hardcastle pose outside
the Mabee Business building on Oct. 23, 2018.
Smith and Hardcastle were both hired by Walmart,
headquatered in Bentonville, Arkansas.

Kent and Teresa Webb have created a home away
from home in a big blue house in Legacy Park. After
their daughter, freshman Hayley Kate, committed to
play basketball for the Lady Bisons, they knew they
wanted to build a house where their daughter could
and that would also be a place to call home when they
were on campus.
The Webbs originally purchased a lot in Harding
Park and planned to build their home there. According
to Kent, shortly after, Steve Lake, assistant vice president
of advancement, reached out and told them about
a new housing development called “Legacy Park,”
which was going to be a more urban, fun, on-campus
environment. That really appealed to the Webbs.
“I can hear the band in the background, and there
are young people and activity everywhere. It is very
energizing, it is very invigorating,” Kent said. “You
have plays and American Studies speakers. Because we
live here I get to go to the Ganus Activities Complex
if I want to go up and get on the treadmill. It is just
a wonderful life.”
When deciding on the design of the home, the
Webbs worked with an architect in Little Rock who
helped bring their vision to life.
“We took two plans that the architect had and we
just kind of merged them to fit our needs,” Teresa
said. “We really wanted to make it kind of colonial
revival, but we kind of turned that into what I like
to call Carolina coastal because we wanted it to be
relaxing and inviting and have a lot of light.”
There are several design aspects they implemented to
make their home have a certain beach-like environment.

DANIELLE TURNER
student writer
After the leftovers have
been eaten and the pumpkin
pie is just a distant memory,
there is only one trace of
Thanksgiving left on your
mind — Uncle John’s pressing
questions of what you will do
after college. For December
graduates, that question is
even closer to home, but for
some students in the College
of Business Administration
(COBA), they are already
taken care of.
Harding University’s Center
for Professional Excellence
keeps a vigilant eye out for
job and internship possibilities
for their students and are
constantly updating their
Instagram, @hucpe, with new
opportunities to apply and to
be hired. Additionally, they
run a social media campaign,
#hirebisons, to showcase the
students who have been hired
for jobs and internships.
“Originally, we would
tell students to come by
the Center for Professional
Excellence to take their picture,
but after seeing so many on
social media, one of the first
things they want to do after
getting a job offer is take their
#hirebisons picture,” Jack
Thomas, graduate assistant for
the Center for Professional
Excellence said.
Senior finance major Riley
Smith said that COBA has

made it easy to start applying
for jobs and internships.
In many COBA classes,
students will work on building
their resumes and learning
interview skills. Smith said her
professors have even gotten
her in contact with alumni
who work at companies that
she has shown interest in.
“Seeing so many of my
friends and peers getting
to post #hirebisons pictures
encouraged me to start seriously
looking which internships
I would want to pursue,”
Smith said. “I just knew that
I wanted to have my picture
made someday too.”
#hirebisons is not just a
celebration of the student’s
hard work, it is a reminder to
other students to keep applying
for jobs and internships while
they are in school.
“I think that #hirebisons
campaign creates awareness
for students to search for
opportunities,” Thomas said.
“The Center for Professional
Excellence is showing students
that there are a bunch of great
opportunities out there and
we are able to help get them
some opportunities they want.”
Managing schoolwork
alone is stressful for so many
students, and applying to
jobs and thinking about your
future is just another plate
to balance, but the Center
for Professional Excellence
makes it as easy as they can
for students in the College
of Business Administration.

“We have all the windows and skylights to kind
of make it lighter and sunnier,” Teresa said. “There
is a big porch to make it more inviting. We chose the
color of the house because it reminds me of the beach,
which is my favorite relaxing place.”
The interior of their home was inspired by a photo
from Tony Newlin, a wildlife photographer based
in Colorado. While vacationing in Beaver Creek,
Colorado, the Webbs visited his gallery and liked a
photo called “Frosty Bison.”
“We fell in love with [the bison in the painting]
and we were hoping that Hayley Kate would decide
to come to Harding, so Kent bought me a copy of the
photo for my birthday,” Teresa said. “We have been
saving that for a couple of years.”
According to Teresa, nothing could clash with
the photo, so all their living area décor matches the
snowy image.
Hayley Kate lives in the home, which according
to Kent, means there are usually always women from
the team at the house. The Webbs love to host the
Lady Bisons and provide them with a home away
from home.
“We always want the house to be open,” Teresa
said. “We have had a couple students come over. We
are both accountants and they might have a homework
question. They might come over if they just want to
get away. Sometimes they will come and ask ‘what is
for dinner?’ because they are tired of the caf.”
The Webbs have built a gorgeous home that
embodies coastal relaxation with the perfect amount of
Carolina charm. Creating an oasis away from campus
for the women’s basketball team and an environment
of relaxation for Teresa and Kent, The Webb’s home
away from home is exactly that — a home.
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Senior finance major Zach Heard was hired by
Raymond James headquatered in St. Petersburg,
Florida. Junior accounting majors Hayden Hobdy
and Luke Yates were hired by BKD, an accounting
and advisory firm based in Springfeild, Missouri.

